
 

 

 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA
 
(Before a Referee)
 

THE FLORIDA BAR,  

Complainant,  

v.  

WILLIAM CATER ELLIOTT,  

Respondent.  

Supreme Court Case  

No.  

The Florida Bar File  

No. 2019-00,098(1A)NFC  

_________________________/ 

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION  OR  JUDGMENT  OF  GUILT  

The Florida Bar, complainant, by and through its undersigned counsel, 

hereby files this Notice of Determination of or Judgment of Guilt, pursuant  to R.  

Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.2(f)  and  says:  

1.  Respondent  is a member of The Florida Bar, admitted on  September 

11, 1989, and subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Florida.  

2.  Pursuant to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.2(a)(1), “judgment  of guilt” 

includes  only those cases in which  the  trial court in  the  criminal proceeding enters  

an order adjudicating the respondent  guilty  of the offenses charged.  

3.  Pursuant to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.2(a)(2), “determination of 

guilt” includes, inter alia, “those cases in  which the jury  has  rendered  a  verdict of 

guilty  of criminal charges . . . .”  



 

4.  Pursuant to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.2(a)(3), a “convicted  attorney” 


is  one who  has either a determination  or judgment  of guilt entered by the trial court  

in  the criminal proceeding.  

5.  When an attorney “has  been  determined  to  be or adjudicated guilty  of 

a felony,” The Florida Bar must file this  pleading  with  the pertinent  documents  

attached  with the Florida Supreme Court.  See R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.2(f).  

6.  “Determination  or judgment  of guilt of a member of  The Florida Bar 

by a  court  of competent  jurisdiction upon trial  of or plea to any crime under the 

laws  of this state . . .  is admissible in  proceedings  under these rules and is  

conclusive proof of guilt  of the criminal  offenses charged. . . . . ”  See R.  

Regulating  Fla. Bar  3-7.2(b).  

7.  On  or about May 24, 2018, as a result of a probable cause  affidavit by  

the Office of the State Attorney, First Judicial  Circuit, respondent  was  arrested for 

a first-degree  felony, i.e., Grand Theft of  $100,000  or more.    

8.  On  July 18, 2019, respondent  was  convicted by a jury of Organized  

Fraud over $50,000 pursuant to  Section  817.034(4)(a)1  Florida Statutes. See 

Exhibit A  attached.  

9.  On  October 29, 2019,  respondent was  sentenced in  State of Florida v. 

William Cater Elliott, Santa Rosa County, Circuit Court Case No. 18-CF-998, 
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adjudicated  guilty and  required to serve a 2-year prison  term followed by  8  years
  

probation. See Exhibit B  attached.  

10.  Beach Community Bank filed a fraud complaint against  respondent  

alleging  that  he had  deposited a counterfeit U.S. Treasury check  for  $287,000.50  

into  his  law firm business account  at the Gulf Breeze, Florida  branch on January  

26, 2018.  Shortly thereafter,  respondent  withdrew a substantial amount of the 

funds,  and the bank  was  left with  a financial  loss of $98,813.33.  

11.  To  date, respondent has failed to  notify  The Florida Bar of his felony  

charges or conviction  in violation  of R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.2(c) and  3-7.2(e).  

WHEREFORE, The Florida Bar respectfully requests  that  this  Court enter 

an Order:  

A.  Finding respondent  guilty  of violating R. Regulating  The Florida Bar 

3-4.3 (Misconduct and Minor Misconduct), 3-4.4(Criminal Misconduct), 3-7.2(c) 

(Failure to notify the Florida Bar of felony  criminal charges), 3-7.2(e) (Failure to  

notify  The Florida Bar of notice of determination  or judgment  of guilt of all  

criminal charges), and 4-8.4(b)(A  lawyer  shall  not commit  a criminal act  that  

reflects adversely  on the lawyer’s honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in  

other respects;  

B.  Suspending  respondent  pursuant  to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.2(f);  
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C. Ordering respondent to furnish a copy of the suspension order to all 

clients, opposing counsel and courts before which he is counsel of record, and all 

state, federal and administrative bars of which respondent is a member, as required 

by R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-5.1(h), and to furnish staff counsel with the requisite 

affidavit listing all clients, counsel and courts, and bar associations so informed 

within 30 days after receipt of the Court's order; and 

D. Appointing or directing the appointment of a referee to conduct a 

hearing on sanctions pursuant to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.2(h). 

Respectfully submitted, 

Olivia Paiva Klein, Bar Counsel 

The Florida Bar 

Tallahassee Branch Office 

651 East Jefferson Street 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300 

(850) 561-5845 

Florida Bar No. 970247 

oklein@floridabar.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that  the foregoing  document has  been  furnished via the E-filing  

Portal   with The Honorable John A. Tomasino, Clerk of the Supreme  Court of 

Florida,  to  Respondent,  William Cater Elliott,  at  law@b-elliott.com, and  via 

certified return receipt mail  #7017  1070 0000  4774 3934  at  his  record bar address  

of  The Elliott  Law Group, PA, PO Box  43343, Vestavia, AL 35243-0343  and  to  

Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar,  at  

psavitz@floridabar.org,  on this  17th  day of December, 2019.  

Olivia Paiva  Klein, Bar Counsel  

NOTICE OF  TRIAL COUNSEL  AND DESIGNATION  OF  PRIMARY  

EMAIL ADDRESS  

PLEASE  TAKE  NOTICE that the trial counsel in this matter is  Olivia Paiva 

Klein, Bar Counsel, whose address, telephone number and  primary email address  

are The Florida Bar, Tallahassee Branch  Office, 651 East Jefferson Street,  

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300, (850) 561-5845  and  oklein@floridabar.org, 

dlee@floridabar.org.  Respondent  need not  address  pleadings, correspondence, etc. 

in  this matter to anyone other than trial counsel and to  Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, 

Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, 651  E Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-

2300, at  psavitz@floridabar.org.  
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

STATE OF FLORIDA, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

WILLIAM CARTER ELLIOTT, 

Defendant. 


-< 
VERDICT 

WE, THE JURY, find as follows, as to the counts charged in the Information: 

,){.._ Guilty of Organized Fraud, as charged in the information 

If you find the Defendant Guilty of Organized Fraud, you must also determine if the State 
has proved beyond a reasonable doubt whether: 

The value of the property obtained was $50,000 or more; 


The value of the property obtained was $20,000 or more but less than 

$50,000; 


The value of the property obtained was less than 20,000. 

___ Guilty of Theft, a lesser included offense. 

If you find the defendant guilty of theft, you must also determine if the State has proved 
beyond a reasonable doubt whether: 

the value of the property taken was $20,000 or more but less than 
$100,000. 

the value of the property taken was $10,000 or more but less than $20,000. 

the value of the property taken was $5,000 or more but less than $10,000. 

the value of the property taken was $300 or more but less than $5,000. 

the value of the property taken was $100 or more but less than $300. 

the value of the property taken was less than $100. 
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__ Not Guilty. 
___.__I =--�_ day of_��&!l___,_r , 2019. 
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EXHIBIT B

'.STATE OF FLORIDA' 
'.IN .. -· THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE. iST JUDICIAL CIR'CUiT 

IN 4ND FORSANTA ROSA'COUNT,Y FLORiDA 

TATE OF FLQRII)A, 
. -vs'- ·.. .- DCN: 5720 f 8CF000998CFAXMX 
ILLIMlCA:TEi ELLIOTT· Case Nuniber; 1 ·8ff009,9.8CFM4AX 

· Defendant. ·_ OBTS#: 5701.132546 

' 

 
PROBATION'VIOLATOR :0 RESENTENCE ·
COMNflJNTTY CONTRO-L,VIOLATOR . , 

'"t•'' 
□RETRIAL 

llȥ cldefidarit WILLIAM CATER __ELLIOTT freirig-persqnaily hȦfore-tlre c;ourt)'.eptei;ented by BAR.RY 
 BEROSET,:the·attomey ofrec9td ancfthe state r_epresented by THOMAS HWILLIAMS an_d.hav1ng' 
1eeit tried and found guilty'l',yjuty 

. 
of the following 

.
" . ' . . . ,  

cfime(s): 

LVL 

DGR 

 1 . ·s17.034.4a1 
. .  .

·.' 

ORdANIZEO }'RAtJD (OVER $50,000,)· · Felony Fitsr 
··, 1:Jegree 

·  The· 'PROBATION--- __ COMMUNITY'CONTROL.pr:eviously ordered in-this-case iȧ revoked: 
 ThȨ J>RIOR ADJUDICATION -Oil GUi:t TIN ·THIS CASE' IS CONI:lRMED and no cause_having -
. · ·beep

.. 

-shown-why the<"defendant 
, ·  

*ould l}ȩt be ac:ijttdicafed 
. .  .

guiȪty. . 

. is' otdȫted tp.a(ihe 'defondant :is hereby Adju,diqated. Guilty of the above. Ȭrinre(s), 

S

W

□
-□
"'.I
·w
·1
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D
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STATE OF FLORiDA 

IN_ THE c1:Rcu1T·couRt ·o'.F TH> ·1st mntcrAJ_, ci:RctJ.if 


IN A.ND FOR SANTA ROSA COUNTYFLORIDA 


STATE OF FLORIDA, 

-vs- UCN: 572018GP000998CFA)<MX ' · 

WILLIAM CATǯR ELLlOTT. Case:Afumber: 18000998dFMXAJC 
Defendant. 

./12413015 
As. To Count 1 

The deferidant, being personally before this court, accompanied by the defendant's attorney of 
record, BARRY W BEROSET, and llaving been adjudicated guilty herein, and the court having 
given thǰ defendant an ·opportunity to be heatd and to offer matters in mitigation gfjsentence, and 
to show cǱuse why the defendant shoulg not be sǲnteilǳed · · ·as·providecl · by la:w, ang. no ·cause 
befog shown, · · 

(Cl!eck one if a licable 
D and the c9urt having on 10/29/2019 deferred imposition of sentence until this date 

10/29./2019 

□ and the court having previous! y entered a judgnient in this -case o'n ---'--'--- now 
resentences the defendant 

□ and.the court-having place:dthe defendant on ptobation/comtnunity control and having 
Stibse mǴntl revokǵd the defeo'dartt's ptobation/community control · 

It Is The Sent¢nce Of The Court That 

The DefenǶant is hereby committed to the custody of the Department of Cotrectioris. 

□ The defendant pay a··fine pursuant ihjsection 775.083, Florida Statutes, plus a 5¾ surcharge 
·· required by Section 938.04 Florida Statutes, as indicated on.the Fine/Costs/Fee Page. 

□ The defendant is sentenced as a youthful offender in accordapce with section ·958.04, 
Florida Statu,tes:. 

To Be Imprisoned: 

For a term of 2.000 year(s) 
FOLLOWED BY 8· YEARS PROBATION 

In the event .the defendant is ordered to serve additionǷ! split sentences; all jncarcerations 
·portions 1;ihall be satisfied hefote th¢ defendant qegi:ris service to the supervision temis. 
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. . . . 'STͻt£ tlP FLOitIDA . . . . ... ·· jN THE CiRCUIT COlJR:t-o'F 'i'mi-iST 
AN;D FQRSANtA 

. . 

ROSA 
. . . 

JUUiCiAL CIRCtJl't
IN CotJNTYFLOIUDA 

. . 

.' 
.

·.··. 
STATE bf FLORIDA,, 

. -
:vs-•

.:lTCN: S'i'20f8CFOff0ͼ98CFAXMX 
'. WILLIAM,CATER.ELLIOTf. 

�

· •. · 
 . CaSe, Niunb.ei:,i l80009.98:C:FMXAX 
..Defendant. . ,, oaTs#:51·01u2.S46 


.•,,i 
.,, � . . - Otli;r Pt
visiorrs 

• ""' I • .-As·to Coͽt 1 ::'• 

It is further ordered that the defendant:shal} be.allowed a totai ofJ.o·oo day(s)creqlt fot,sµch
time inearc;rated b.efore ihlJ?Osition ofthii3;sentence: 

CREDlTFOR TlͿ SEkVEO: .. ': . . 
i

.. . ' ' ·. . . .D' ,The . Deparlnient ofCotrectiorts· shall apply th¢ otgi_rtaljail time·(To 'b•e used for R,eset_ncjng .
ct<::dit,and. tp compute· and .ppl �icredit for· time setved."aild th·e and after,V op '.and · 

. · YOCC}gain time a,warded i;nirsuahno Sectfon·944;275 Flo.Iida Statutes\ (Pr. 
October 1,.1989.) 

. . . . . · .  

□ The Departrtlent of C6rrections ;hall apply the ·ongin!il jail time credit ru:).d to cettipute ;md· 
apply''Ct΄clh fortiµ1e s
ectimd uriforfoited gain time,awatded durjrtg pti0r• 

f
. . .

service of-i11carcetatj΅n ·oft4e Άpii:t sentence:purs1Jai1t to section,948.0 (oJ E!orida 
Statutes. (l?ost Octobei 1., !9.8,9J 

CJ . b·fo;dant ' is allp:wed creciit,for . days.credit county•j ail served. bΈtwe¢p.:date'"o'f:ariΉst
. as a,v.iofatqr and date ofteseriteficing: TheDepartnientofC6'rtedions shall apply. . .otigh1a:1fail • credit aW,ard_ed and shall kgfhjielano apply ci-ecifr for actual time . 

·s;erv¢d. in p'risoit an4 arty eatned- Jmd unforfeited gaiΊ time awarded pnor servic·e . · on:' 
'; 

CASB-Nb: COUNT. 

putsuanf 
• ' •  

to 
' 

secfion944.276 FloriQa Statuts 
- • 

..
r.

. 
··,· 

_
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-9NB@JS:KHREMDHF,S>ILODGQA?PS 
... 

:`1fTPkhXlT1;`\QkcbT1hC It·is further ORDERED that the, sentence imposed for this count 
7fCH`CDhVTbC8`k1hfC shall run  □consecutive to -  □concurrent with · the senten ce se't 


forth in count of this case. 


/ 8`1fTPkhXlKT28`]Pkb:T]h It is further ORDERED that the corriposite  _ terrn of all sentences  
LC7fCI`CDiWDbC<`^lXPhX`_f imposed fot the_ count( s) specjfied in 'this Order shall tun 

Dc0_nsecmtiveto  □concurrent;With the follo�ing:  

□ any active ·sentence befnJ� _se:rve�. 

□ specific sentences:

In the  .event the  above sentence is to .the Departrnertt of Corrections, the Sheriff of Santa Rosa 
co·unt, F1oriila, is hereby ORDERED AND DIRECTED to deliver th�: Defendant to the Departfnent 

, of Co rrections at the facilitu designated by the Department together with a copy of thi's Judgment 
and 
. 

Sentence 
: .• 

a nd any other 
. 

documents 
' 

specified by Florida-Statute..  
I . • 

The Defendarit in open cou.rt was advised ofthe right �o appeaJ from  this sentence by filing Notice 
of Ap_pealwithin SO days froni thfs date With the clerk of this Court; and_ the Defendant's r1ght to 
the. assistance of counsei in_ taking the appeal at the expense of the State on showing of indigency. 

ln imposing �he above sentence, the· court fur th�r recommends:  

=DB?C 7C>C EF>?F?>0Cin: open court _in Milton, Santa Rosa Comity, Florida this z9 rs· day of 

'OCTOBER, 20.19'.-

,
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